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Park Board

Thursday, September 19, 2024
4:00 p.m. Regular Meeting
City Hall – Council Chambers
Park Board present: President Debbie Gill, Michelle Graham, Michelle Stringer

Park Board absent:  Dr. John Shafer

Staff present:  Rocky Stultz – Asst. Director, Brooke Willis – Business Services Director

Staff absent:  Chip Orner - Director

Public:  Les Tabling
1.
Call to Order

Meeting called to order by President Debbie Gill @ 4:00pm.
2.
Announcements & Public Comments

None
3.
Consent Agenda

a. Approval of meeting minutes from August 15, 2024
Motion made by Michelle Stringer and seconded by Michelle Graham to approve the minutes.  The Board unanimously approved.


b. Approval of September Claims

Motion made by Michelle Graham and seconded by Michelle Stringer to approve the claims.  The Board unanimously approved.


c. Approval of Human Resources Report
Motion made by Debbie Gill and seconded by Michelle Graham to approve the Human Resources Report.  The Board unanimously approved.
4.
Old Business

a. Franklin Active Adult Center project update
Rocky advised the Park Board that the concrete footers have been poured and the parking lot is being formed up and waiting to get binder up.   The walls should be going up this week.  350 Richey St. is scheduled to be demolished on October 11th.   This will free up for room for parking.  
5.
New Business 

a. Update to Park Rules & Regulations
Rocky advised the Park Board that a request to update the park rules and regulations is due to the local activity of people wanting to camp in the parks.  Currently, there is no City Ordinance in place, however Lynn Gray may be working on this.  As a city, we do have the right to trespass anyone in the parks.  The updates to the park rules and regulations would reflect that no open camp fires, and no overnight camping is allowed in the parks.   These updates to the park rules and regulations would help if police are called to a disturbance in the parks.  Motion made by Michelle Stringer and seconded by Michelle Graham to accept the changes to the park rules and regulations.  The Board unanimously approved.

b. Naming of Park area on the corner of S. Home Ave & Wayne Street as DeWitt Park

Les Tabling spoke with the Park Board and recommended that this park area be named Danny Dewitt Park.  Motion made by Michelle Graham and seconded by Debbie Gill to have the naming of the park area on the corner of S. Home Ave & Wayne Street reflect Danny Dewitt Park.  The Board unanimously approved. 
c. Morgan Park/Greenway Trail upgrade concept introduction

Rocky advised the Park Board members that Chip and Rocky were approached by a young lady whose daughter passed away a year ago due to physical ailments.   She has started a fund and wants to have a linear park in Morgan Park.  She wants to put elements along the trail that are handicap accessible.   This young lady has raised over $30,000 and thinks that she could get up to $70000.  Chip and Rocky would get a landscape architect to quote the elements that would be placed in Morgan Park.  Rocky advised this is in the beginning stages for this concept.  Motion made by Debbie Gill and seconded by Michelle Stringer to approve a landscape architect get cost estimates for the Morgan Park upgrade concept.  The Board unanimously approved.
6.
Reports

a. Department Reports


1. AMP Concert – Corey Cox & Hank Ruff, September 27


2. AMP Concert – Jai Baker, September 28


4. Fall 24 – Winter 25 FUN Guide should be out soon


5. Franklin Fall Festival – September 28 (booth space is full)


There are currently 123 booth spaces filled up for Franklin Fall Festival.

b. Financial Reports


1. Athletic & Recreation Fund



2. Parks & Cemetery Appropriation / Fund Reports


3. Family Aquatic Center Report



A discussion was held regarding the current financials.
7.
Park Board Comments

None
8.
Adjournment
Motion made by Michelle Graham and seconded by Debbie Gill to adjourn the meeting.  The Board unanimously approved.
In accordance with the Americans with Disabilities Act, if anyone wishes to attend the public meeting on the above referenced matter and needs reasonable accommodation in order to attend, hear, or speak at the public meeting, please contact Franklin Parks & Recreation Department, so accommodations can be made. Franklin Parks & Recreation Department can be contacted at 396 Branigin Blvd., Franklin, IN. 46131 (317) 736-3689 Fax (317) 736-6200.
Next meeting: Thursday, October 17th
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